
The CFBPW Bill Screening Committee reviewed the following bills on February 25, 2017 and took the following action: 

· AB23 (Ridley-Thomas) would authorize a local educational agency to implement single gender academies and instructional programs if certain requirements are met. The bill would require a local educational agency that implements a single gender academy or instructional program to conduct an evaluation at least once every two years, as specified. This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. The Screening Committee was not sure to whom this bill pertains. The Committee voted to Watch the bill.

· AB71 (Chiu, Bonta and Kalra) under the Insurance Taxation Law, the Personal Income Tax Law, and the Corporation Tax Law, for calendar years beginning 2018, would increase the aggregate housing credit dollar amount that may be allocated among low-income housing projects to $300,000,000, as specified, and would allocate to farmworker housing projects $500,000 per year of that amount. The bill, under the insurance taxation law, the Personal Income Tax Law, and the Corporation Tax Law, would modify the definition of applicable percentage relating to qualified low-income buildings that meet specified criteria. The Personal Income Tax Law allows various deductions in computing the income that is subject to the taxes imposed by that law, including allowing a deduction for a limited amount of interest paid or accrued on mortgages for a taxpayer’s 2nd residence, in modified conformity with federal income tax laws. This bill would disallow that deduction. This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. The Committee voted to Watch the bill.

· AB 229 (Baker and Garcia) would require the Office of Emergency Services, to the extent funds are available for this purpose and until January 1, 2022, to allocate and award funds to up to 11 district attorney offices that employ a vertical prosecution methodology for the prosecution of human trafficking crimes and that meet other specified criteria, including minimum staffing levels for the program. The bill would require the office, on or before January 1, 2020, to submit to the Legislature and the Governor’s office a report that describes the counties that received funding pursuant to this program, the number of prosecutions for human trafficking cases filed by the counties receiving funding, the number of human trafficking convictions obtained by those counties, and the sentences imposed for human trafficking crimes in those counties. The bill would also appropriate $2,600,000 from the General Fund to the office for this program. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· AB 260 (Santiago) would additionally require hotels, motels, inns, bed and breakfasts, and other locations that provide transient lodging, other than personal residences, to post the notice relating to slavery and human trafficking, as specified. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· AB 371 (Cooley) would additionally make it a crime to contact or communicate with a minor, or attempt to contact or communicate with a minor, as specified, with the intent to commit human trafficking of the minor. By expanding the definition of a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement. This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason. Katherine said that we need to let the Legislature know that they need to find the funding for this bill. The Committee voted to Watch this bill.

· AB 372 (Stone) would require the goal of a batterer’s program to be stopping domestic violence through the use of evidence-based or promising practice programs that reduce recidivism. The bill would also state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that reforms the current 52-week domestic violence batterer intervention programs. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· AB 1731 (Atkins) would create the Statewide Interagency Human Trafficking Task Force within the Department of Justice, which would consist of representatives from several state agencies and be chaired by a representative from the Department of Justice. The bill would require the task force to gather statewide data on sex and labor traffickers, sex buyers, and human trafficking victims to recommend interagency protocols and best practices for training and outreach to law enforcement, victim service providers, and other state and private sector employees likely to encounter human trafficking and to evaluate and implement approaches to increase public awareness about human trafficking. The bill would authorize the task force to create an advisory committee or advisory committees comprised of subject matter experts, as provided. The bill would prohibit the task force from duplicating the protocols developed by the California Child Welfare Council. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· AB 1760 (Santiago) would require a peace officer to determine whether a suspect of a crime is a minor who is a human trafficking victim, and whether any other crime that person is suspected of was committed as a direct result of being trafficked. The bill would require the peace officer to make a record of this determination and provide the district attorney with the record for an independent review. Upon making this determination, unless the minor is otherwise arrested, the bill would require the peace officer to report suspected abuse or neglect of the minor to the county child welfare agency and consult with a child welfare worker regarding safe placement for the minor and would require the peace officer to transport the minor to that placement. The bill would allow the minor to be adjudged a dependent subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court and would allow the minor to be taken into temporary custody to protect the minor from his or her human trafficker. By imposing new duties on local peace officers, this bill would impose a state mandated local program. (2) Existing law requires the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training to implement a course of instruction for the training of law enforcement officers in California in the handling of human trafficking complaints and to develop guidelines for law enforcement response to human trafficking. This bill would require the commission to update its training to conform with changes in law that this bill would make regarding minors who are victims of human trafficking. (3) Existing law allows a child who is sexually trafficked, or who receives food or shelter in exchange for, or who is paid to perform, sexual acts, and whose parent or guardian has failed or was unable to protect the child, to be adjudged a dependent of the juvenile court. This bill would additionally allow a child who was deprived of his or her personal liberty with the intent to obtain forced labor or services, and whose parent or guardian has failed or was unable to protect the child, to be adjudged a dependent of the juvenile court. The bill would require the State Department of Social Services, in consultation with the California Child Welfare Council, the State Department of Health Care Services, the Children and Family Services Division of the State Department of Social Services, the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Division of Juvenile Justice, and the State Department of Education, as well as specified stakeholders, to submit a report to the Legislature no later than July 1, 2018, on efforts already underway to address labor trafficking of minors and a detailed plan for how the State Department of Social Services, in conjunction with the California Health and Human Services Agency, will address labor trafficking of minors, as provided. (4) Existing law requires the administrator certification program for group homes, the administrator certification program for short-term residential treatment centers, mandatory training for licensed or certified foster parents, and training for mandated child abuse reporters and child welfare personnel to include cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds as well as children identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. (5) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement. This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory provisions. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· AB 1762 (Campos) would allow an individual convicted of a nonviolent crime that was a direct result of the individual being a human trafficking victim to apply to the court to vacate the conviction if the individual is not then in custody and has either not been convicted of any crime for two years or has successfully completed probation for the crime. The bill would allow an individual adjudicated a ward of the juvenile court as the result of a nonviolent crime committed while he or she was a human trafficking victim to apply to have the petition dismissed if the individual has not had a sustained petition for any crime or been convicted of any crime for one year prior to the date of application. The bill would specify various court procedures for adjudication of an application. If the application is granted, the bill would require the court to have all records in the case sealed, except as specified, and to release the defendant from all penalties and disabilities, as provided. The bill would define “human trafficking victim” and “nonviolent crime” for these purposes. The bill would require the individual applying for vacatur to submit the application and all evidence in support of the application under penalty of perjury. By expanding the crime of perjury, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill would require the state summary criminal history information to exclude any charge or conviction for which relief has been granted pursuant to the provisions of this bill. The Committee voted to Support the bill.

· SB 169 (Jackson) would express the intent of the Legislature to later enact legislation that would codify the protections and requirements enshrined in Title IX in order to ensure every student can pursue an education in a nonhostile, safe, and harmonious environment, and that would codify the clarifying guidance of the United States Department of Education Office for Civil Rights providing that all forms of student-on-student sexual violence, including rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, and sexual coercion, are sexual harassment subject to the requirements of Title IX and outlining the duties of educational institutions to respond to that harassment. The bill also would make findings and declarations regarding Title IX protections for students and requirements on educational institutions. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

· SB 172 (Portantino) would require an individual or group health care service plan contract or health insurance policy issued, amended, or renewed on and after January 1, 2018, that covers hospital, medical, or surgical expenses to include coverage for medically necessary expenses for standard fertility preservation services when a necessary medical treatment may directly or indirectly cause iatrogenic infertility to an enrollee or insured. The Committee voted to Support this bill.

