[image: image1.emf]
	Ashley Maria – North American Young BPW CSW-63 Report 
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Young BPW Chair, NFBPWC 

Ashley Maria is the North American Young BPW delegate to this year’s Commission on the Status of Women in New York City. She shares with us some of her lessons-learned from her experience.

My experience at this year’s BPW International Leader’s Summit and then the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women was, in a word, life-changing! I feel like I have stepped into my new role as a global citizen.  It was an honor to engage with BPW and its goals on an international level. First, NFBPWC members came in excited! We were so thrilled to meet each other and learn what each other is doing in our own home states. We even partied together in private clubs thanks to New York BPW member Francesca Burack who made sure all of our BPW events were top notch, including our 1920s themed Claire Fulcher dinner. My world opened up to the actions other members are taking to progress toward gender equality, and we brainstormed how we could help each other nationally, and then internationally. 

Let’s take a step back, though. I’m still a filmmaker. You may know me as one of the filmmakers behind our historical documentary - Business and Professional Women: A History, A Movement (link to trailer). Now I see how my role as a filmmaker can have a larger impact. It takes each one of us choosing to take action in order to influence a cultural shift. Sure, we’ve heard the quotes or seen the memes telling us “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” -Margaret Mead. But, no, seriously… it’s true. 

	ABOVE: ASHLEY MARIA AT UN 

BPW International has taken on the United Nation’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (plus one more - how to keep BPW sustainable for generations to come) as a guideline to get its members creating a better tomorrow. Click here to learn more about the story behind the SDG’s. Basically, the SDG's break down the issues of the world into digestible action plans, everything from No Poverty to Reduced Inequalities to Climate Action, and offers guidance for how the individual can help. Because, say it with me now, it takes each one of us choosing to take action in order to influence a cultural shift. 

So, what does this look like? Well, for the Young BPW members at this year’s Leader’s Summit, we came up with an action plan to keep BPW thriving. Then, each one of us talked about how we would bring the SDG's into our community. Young BPW members talked about offering seminars in women’s heart health, educating their community on unpaid care work and its effect on women’s retirement; and, for me, offering my documentary film “Pioneers in Skirts” as a tool to help get more women to the decision making table. ABOVE: YOUNG BPW ALL REPRESENTED AT CSW ABOVE: YOUNG BPW NORTH AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN DELEGATES 


