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JANNEL RAP FROM GINA FOR MISSING PERSONS AND LARISSA MATZEK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CROSSROADS WOMEN TO SPEAK AT SIERRA MAR DISTRICT BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S WINTER CONFERENCE
Monterey Park, CA—Jannel Rap, GINA for Missing Persons, will talk about “GINA for Missing Persons” at the Winter Conference of the Sierra Mar District of Business and Professional Women on Saturday, January 18, 2025 at the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2009 S. Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park. Registration is at 8:45 a.m. with the meeting starting at 9:00 a.m. Rap will be speaking before lunch. The conference and luncheon is open to all interested people. Registration is $15, but there is no registration cost for guests. The cost of the box lunch is $15. Call Linda Wilson (626) 307-5650 or E-mail her at lindalwilson@juno.com to make a reservation or for questions.
Rap is a singer/songwriter in Southern California. She had no idea how much her life 
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and focus could change overnight until her sister Gina Bos disappeared October 17, 2000. While looking for Gina and trying to gain media attention for her she found that the doors were closed if there was no scandal, suspect or household name attached to a particular missing person. Rap felt that not only was her sister valuable and worth the chance of being found, but that thousands of other missing persons in this country and beyond were valuable to their family as well. She had to do something. FindDing missing persons is a puzzle that the families are many times left to solve on their own. Rap’s goal is to create a larger and larger puzzle piece that helps to bridge the gap between the families and educating the public about missing persons in their society and taking word to the local, regional, national and international public in hopes of bringing one home. All the while, hoping to help us all to focus on what we have found in our lives! In 2024 Rap launched the podcast “America Lost and Found.” The lessons learned from Gina's disappearance guide this podcast series and features guests who have learned to use their loss and refuse to let their loss use them. 
The speaker after lunch is Larissa Matzek, Executive Director of Crossroads, which is   a residential licensed substance use disorder treatment program. It has provided services to formerly incarcerated women for the past 50 years. The mission of Crossroads, Inc. is to provide housing, education, support, counseling, and employment readiness in a homelike environment for women who have been incarcerated. Their primary goal is to empower women with new skills to help them step out of the revolving door of prison and move towards economic independence. ​
Women released from prison face an uncertain and challenging future. They have $200 gate money in their pocket and have critical decisions to make. The need for housing and employment, coupled with low self-esteem and substance use disorder are significant factors that often perpetuate the revolving door of prison. They have assisted hundreds of women making the transition from incarceration to independence. More 
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than 90 percent of women who stay at least three months at Crossroads successfully transition back into the larger community as self-sufficient, contributing members.

The CFBPW State Representative will be Denise Luckhurst, CFBPW Treasurer. Luckhurst is a long-time member of Burbank Business and Professional Women (BPW). Luckhurst is a consulting engineer providing management services to the bio/pharmaceutical industry. Her BA in Chemistry and Zoology is from Pomona College, and her BS and MS in Chemical Engineering is from the University of Southern California.
Sierra Mar District is based in the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys and is part of the California Federation of Business and Professional Women (CFBPW). The organization is a member of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs (NFBPWC) and BPW International. BPW has been advocates for women’s issues for more than 103 years.
The mission of Sierra Mar District of the California Federation of Business and Professional Women is “to promote and support equity for working women in all phases of their lives and to promote personal empowerment and professional development.” Our objectives are “to advocate on state and national legislative issues of importance to women, to promote personal and professional development for women and to foster connections among women to promote BPW and its members.” Membership is open to both men and women who support this mission and these objectives. Those who are members belong to NFBPWC and BPW-International.
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