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JILL WELKER TO DISCUSS “VOLUNTEERING IN THE UKRAINE” AND FRANCES HALE WILL DISCUSS “DISASTER RESPONSES” AT THE SIERRA MAR DISTRICT BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE
 Monterey Park, CA—Jill Welker, an international photo and video producer, lived and worked in Ukraine for seven months in 2023-24 with YWAM Kyiv's Waves of Hope program. They built homes for families in the east and south of Ukraine, focusing on regions devastated by missile strikes, drone attacks and land mines. She will talk about their work and show slides of Ukraine at the Annual Conference of the Sierra Mar District Business and Professional Women on Saturday, April 19, 2025 at the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2009 S. Garfield Avenue, Monterey Park. Registration is at 8:45 a.m. with the meeting starting at 9:00 a.m. with a Memorial Service followed at 9:15 A.M. with the meeting. There is no registration cost for guests, but the cost of the box lunch is $15. Call Linda Wilson (626) 307-5650 or E-mail her at lindalwilson@juno.com to make a reservation or for questions.
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Welker has more than a decade of experience as an International Photo and Video Producer. She has worked across more than 40 countries, producing content for professional scripted television, marketing, communications and documentary projects. Her career spans multiple high-profile projects, including post-production supervision for shows for streaming and network television like Netflix, Warner Disney, Warner Bros., Apple TV+, and more. 

The luncheon speaker will be Dr. Shawndeeia Drinkard, who in January was honored as East Los Angeles-Montebello BPW’s “Young Careerist for 2025” and who is the Director of Health and Wellness at The Boys and Girls Club of the West San Gabriel Valley and Eastside. Drinkard grew up in Los Angeles. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Mount Saint Mary’s University and a PhD. in Clinical Psychology from Alliant International University, Los Angeles. She is The Boys and Girls Club of West San Gabriel Valley and the Eastside Director of Community Health and Wellness. Previously, she volunteered for the Boys and Girls Club. She also volunteered as a Program and Outreach Assistant for Foster Care Resource Group and is the Executive Director of Urban Mental Health and Wellness Initiative. From 2019-2022 she was a Senior Staff Therapist at Claremont University Consortium. With a robust background in clinical psychology and community advocacy, her clinical and research interests encompass mental health promotion, child and family interventions and advancements in culturally responsive, community-based approaches. Drinkard has extensive experience providing consultation, conducting psycho-educational workshops, and hosting wellness promotion events. She is passionate about improving access to culturally responsive mental health care and ensuring the well-being of youth and their families. 
The afternoon speaker speaking at about 1:00 P.M. is Frances Hale, Director of Development and Communications at Lutheran Social Services of Southern
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California (LSSSC).  She will talk about fire and disaster responses and violence and intervention programs. Hale plays a pivotal role in strategic fundraising, donor stewardship, and public outreach. She works to connect supporters with transformative programs, share powerful stories of resilience, and ensure that LSSSC has the resources needed to serve individuals and families across Southern California. Hale holds a B.A. in Communications from the University of Michigan and is committed to lifelong learning and professional growth. She is also Treasurer at Trinity Lutheran Church in Pasadena, CA, where she continues her dedication to community service and financial stewardship.
Sierra Mar BPW District is based in the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys and is part of the California Federation of Business and Professional Women (CFBPW).  The organization is a member of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs (NFBPWC) and BPW International. BPW has been advocating for women’s issues for more than 105 years including working for the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

The mission of the Sierra Mar District of the California Federation of Business and                                                                    
Women (CFBPW) is “to promote and support equity for working women in all phases of their lives and to promote personal empowerment and professional development.” Our objectives are “to advocate on state and national legislative issues of importance to women, to promote personal and professional development for women and to foster connections among women to promote BPW and its members.” Membership is open to both men and women who support this mission and these objectives. Those who are members also belong to CFBPW, NFBPWC and BPW International. For more information contact Linda Wilson at (626) 307-5650 or lindalwilson@juno.com.
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